
PRESIDENTS OF THE PLYMOUTH ATHENAEUM SINCE 1812 
 

1812 - 13 Dr. J.C. Cookworthy, M.D.    W. Prance 

  Dr. E. Lockyer, M.D., F.L.S.    H. Woollcombe 

1813 - 14 Dr. E. Lockyer, M.D., F.L.S    H. Woollcombe 

Rev. R. Lampen, M.A.    S. Williams 

1814 - 15 J. Fox       H. Welsford 

  W. Eastlake      J.H. Fuge 

1815 - 16 H. Woollcombe     Dr. E Lockyer, MD, FLS 

  J. Fox       G. Herbert 

1816 - 17 H. Woollcombe     Rev. R. Lampen, M.A. 

  G. Herbert      J. Fox 

1817 - 18 H. Welsford      J. Isbell 

  Dr. J.C. Cookworthy, M.D.    Rev. R. Lampen, M.A. 

1818 - 19 Rev. R. Lampen, M.A.    H. Woollcombe 

  S. Williams      G. Soltau 

1819 - 20 Rev. R. Lampen, M.A.    H. Woollcombe 

  Dr. J.C. Cookworthy, M.D.      

1820 - 21 J. Norman      T. Byrth 

  W. Prance      

1821 - 22 H. Woollcombe     Rev. R. Lampen, M.A. 

  W. Prance 

1822 - 23 Dr. J.C. Cookworthy, M.D.    H. Woollcombe 

  W. Prance       

1823 - 24 Rev. R. Lampen, M.A.    H. Woollcombe 

  H. Welsford 

1924 - 25 H. Woollcombe     Rev. R. Lampen, M.A. 

  J. Norman 

1825 - 26 Rev. T. Byrth      W.S. Harris 

  Dr. J.C. Cookworthy, M.D. 

1826 - 27 Rev. J.H. Macauley     H. Woollcombe 

  H. Welsford 

1827 - 46 H. Woollcombe 

1846 - 47 W. Prance 

1847 - 48 Sir William Snow Harris, F.R.S. 

1848 - 49 G. Wightwick 

1849 - 50 Dr. G. Soltau, M.D. 

1850 - 51 J.N. Bennett 

1851 - 52 Capt. W. Walker, R.N. 

 
In this year the Plymouth Institution and Devon & Cornwall Natural History Society amalgamated.  



 

1852 - 53 A. Rooker 

1853 - 54 Sir William Snow Harris, F.R.S. 

 
From 1853 – 54 for several years, in addition to the annual President, Lieut. Col. C.H. Smith, was Honorary President. 

 

1854 - 55 Rev. P. Holmes, D.D., M.A., F.R.A.S. 

1855 - 56 Dr. E. Moore, M.D., F.L.S. 

1856 - 57 J.N. Bennett 

1857 - 58 R.F. Weymouth, M.A., M.R.A.S. 

1858 - 60 Rev. P. Holmes, D.D., M.A., F.R.A.S. 

1860 - 61 A. Rooker 

1861 - 62 C. Spence Bate, F.R.S., F.L.S. 

1862 - 63 W.F. Moore 

1863 - 64 J.L. Colley 

1864 - 65 Rev. J.E. Risk, M.A. 

1865 - 66 A. Rooker 

1866 - 67 A.P. Prowse 

1867 - 68 J. Hine, F.R.I.B.A. 

1868 - 69 R.F. Weymouth, D.Lit., M.A., F.R.A.S. 

1869 - 70 C. Spence Bate, F.R.S., F.L.S. 

1870 - 71 W.F. Collier 

1871 - 72 Dr. C.A. Hingston, B.Sc., M.D. 

1872 - 73 Rev. J.M. Charlton, M.A. 

1873 - 75  Rev. P. Holmes, D.D., M.A., F.R.A.S. 

1875 - 76 J. Shelley 

1876 - 77 Rev. S. Beal 

1877 - 78 Rev. Professor F.E. Anthony,  M.A. 

1878 - 79 Dr. R. Oxland, M.A., F.C.S. 

1879 - 81 J. Brooking Rowe, F.S.A., F.L.S. 

1881 - 83 R.N. Worth, F.G.S. 

1883 - 84 Rev. Professor C. Chapman, M.A. 

1884 - 85 D. Slater, M.A. 

1885 - 86 W. Square, F.R.C.S., F.R.G.S. 

1886 - 87 S. Cater 

1887 - 88 F.H. Balkwill, L.D.S. 

1888 - 89 G. Jackson, F.R.C.S. 

1889 - 90 Rev. Professor C. Chapman, L.L., D.M.A. 

1890 - 91 W. Adams 

1891 - 92 R. Burnard 

1892 - 93 W.H. Pearce, M.D. 



1893 - 94 G.C. Bignell, F.E.S. 

1894 - 95 J.T. Cunningham, M.A. 

1895 - 96 Rev. J.M. Hodge, M.A. 

1896 - 98 F.H. Colson, M.A. 

1898 - 99 W.H.K. Wright, F.R.Hist.S. 

1899 - 1900 H.M. Evans 

1900 - 01 J.S. Jago, F.R.G.S. 

1901 - 02 L.E. Sexton, L.D.S. 

1902 - 03 Rev. J.H. Haywood, M.S. 

1903 - 04 R. Smith 

1904 - 06 R. Hansford Worth, A.M.Inst.C.E., F.G.S. 

1906 - 07 J.D. Turney 

1907 - 09 J.T. Fouracre 

1909 - 10 J. Elliott Square, F.R.C.S. 

1910 - 11 W.C. Wade 

1911 - 12 G.P. Dymond, M.A. 

1912 - 13 H.P. Prance  

1913 - 14 H. Slater, M.D. 

1914 - 15 Very Rev. Canon M.J. Burns, D.D. 

1915 - 17 E.J. Allen, D.Sc., F.R.S. 

1917 - 18 Miss E. Scott 

1918 - 19 C.W. Bracken, B.A., F.E.S. 

1919 - 20 J.E. Pillar, F.G.S. 

1920 - 21 Miss M. Raymond 

1921 - 22 G. Jackson, F.R.C.S. 

1922 - 23 W.P. Weeks, A.R.A.M., F.T.C.L. 

1923 - 24 A.P. Pearce 

1924 - 25 A.L. Strachan, B.A. 

1925 - 26 W.L. Munday 

1926 - 27 J.J. Judge 

1927 - 29 W.A. Clegg 

1929 - 30 T. Willcocks, L.C.P., F.L.S. 

1930 - 31 H.G. Hurrell, M.A. 

1931 - 32 J.D. Turney, P.H.C. 

1932 - 33 H.V. Prigg, A.M.I.C.E 

1933 - 35 S. Gordon Monk, M.Sc.(Eng.), B.Sc., A.M.I.E.E 

1935 - 36 A.L. Strachan, B.A. 

1936 - 38 J.H. Beckerlegge 

1939 - 39 F. Sandon, M.A., F.S.S. 

 



1939 - 40 J.L. Palmer, F.R.G.S. 

  C.W. Bracken, B.A., F.R.E.S., Deputy President, September - December. 

  J.J. Beckerlegge, Deputy President, December - April. 

1940 - 41 Miss M.V. Lebour, D.Sc., F.Z.S. 

1941 - 42 H.A.T. Simmonds, M.A. April - November  

  J.L. Palmer, O.B.E., F.R.G.S., January - April. 

1942 - 46 J.L. Palmer, O.B.E., F.R.G.S. 

1946 - 47 A.P. Pearce 

1947 - 49 G.W. Copeland 

1949 - 51 Miss R. Lang, Mus.Bac., F.R.C.O., L.R.A.M., A.R.C.M. 

1951 - 53 E.R. Harris, B.Sc. 

1953 - 55 W. Harper-Cornish 

1955 - 58 Mrs. W. Harper-Cornish, B.A., L.L.A. 

1958 - 61 Dr. H.J. Hewitt, M.A., Ph.D. 

1961 - 62 D.P. Wilson, D.Sc., F.I.Biol., F.R.P.S., Hon.F.R.P.S. 

1962 - 63 A.L. Trott 

1963 - 65 Mrs. M.A. Wilson, M.Sc., Ph D., F.L.S. 

1965 - 68 J.W. Dawe, F.B.O.A. 

1968 - 71 D.C.I. Powell, LIB. 

1971 - 74 D. Tope 

1974 - 77 H.W. Pitt, B.Sc. 

1977 - 81 J. Davidson, D.F.C. 

1981 - 82 E.R. Harris, B.Sc. 

1982 - 83 J.W. Dawe, F.B.O.A. 

1983 - 85 R.H. Wilcockson, B.Sc., M.R.T.P.I. 

1985 - 88 Dr. D.V. Stott, M.B., B.S., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. 

1988 - 92 J.R. Arnaud, D.F.C. 

1992 - 94 Mrs. J.C. Spring, M.A. 

1994 - 96 D.J. Power, C.Eng., M.I.E.E. 

1996 - 98 Mrs. M. Halfacree 

1998 - 2001 Mrs. B.J. Smith, A.C.P. 

2001 - 03 Mrs. P.E. Rowe, L.R.A.M., A.C.P. 

2003 - 05 H.D. Hart 

2005 - 08 Mrs. B.J. Smith, A.C.P. 

2008 - 10 Miss V.A.(Jo) Power 

2010 - 13 Father G.D.W. Carpenter, M.A. 

2013 - 16 D.S. Stark, F.C.A. 

2016 - 18 J.F. Warren B.A. 

 



From 2018, the President is not a Trustee. This function was taken on by the new and separate position 

of Chair of the Board of Trustees. 

2018 - 20 D.J.R. Ryles B.A. 

2020 -  21 Miss N.S.M. Paterson 

2021 -  22 D.J.R. Ryles B.A. 

2022 - Mrs E. Willey 




